My Three Years in America

reopened and the question of the " Freedom of the Seas " had been
quashed by the unrestricted submarine campaign.
Meanwhile Colonel House had gone for a second time to
Europe, this time as the official representative of the President*
He was in Berlin just at the* time when the second Lusitania
crisis reached its apogee.
I had announced his visit to Berlin, and prepared everything
so that he might have every opportunity for conversation with
the authoritative political personages.
When Colonel House returned to America, he told me that
the time had not yet come for the mediation of the United
States. He had, however, had the opportunity to state his views
In London, Paris and Berlin, and had met with the greatest
opposition in Paris, because France had suffered so seriously in
the war that she had little more to lose by prolonging it,
In Berlin, on the other hand, he had found a disposition to
agree to mediation by Mr. Wilson when a favourable opportunity
occurred.
In accordance with the wish of  the   President, I had dis-
cussed the peace question exclusively with Colonel House since
his second visit to Europe.    This made it possible for the con-
versations to be kept  strictly confidential.    I  could  call  on
Colonel House at his private residence in New York at any
time without attracting attention, whereas the State Depart-
ment and White House were always besieged by journalists,
as I have already mentioned.    As a rule, I took the night train
to New York and called on Colonel House in the morning, before
the Press were aware that I had left Washington.
On the 8th March, according to my instructions, I handed
to the American Government a further Memorandum, which set
out in concise terms the German standpoint.
After recapitulating the various phases of the negotiations
which are already known to the reader, it defined the existing
situation with regard to the war at sea as follows :
England was making it impossible for the submarines to
carry on their campaign against commerce in accordance with
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